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THE VIEW FROM RUSS HILL some comments from Editor Tim: The March operating meeting was another damp morning,
and we needed to put the covers put on as soon as the outside sections were erected. The entire railway was in use, from
Hookwood to Rusper and set up was completed in good time. Russ Hill is a great place to operate at any time but particularly
when Prestwood, Tilgate and Rusper stations are in use
and non-stop expresses or fast freights can be sent
through — correctly signalled and points all set as they
should be! Only two operators are needed but trains to
and from Jordans carriage sidings can catch an operator
out, because there are so few of them. On the subject of
set up and dismantling, can members please take care
when connecting or disconnecting trackwork; the photo
left shows how the track at Glovers Lane looked like

when setting up this time after the February meeting ..
Finally it was good to see a prospective new member at
the last meeting. David came along for the first time and
says he enjoyed himself, so we hope to see him in April.
Welcome David!

MEETING REPORT from Mike R: The weather was again against us with a damp underfoot arrival for most at Rusper on
the 1*' March, so not dissimilar to February’s meeting, and the covers were duly put in place. Despite the weather the set up
appeared to go well. The good news was we were able to run all six sheds despite missing George, and the welcome return
of Dennis from bus driving duties. Roger once again
provided the delicious pastries we always enjoy and
perhaps take for granted (thank you Roger). Other good
news was having prospective new member David; very
welcome and let us hope he was impressed and will join.
He stayed nearly all day which was encouraging. In
general despite the weather | believe running was
generally good and slightly better than in February with
less greasy rails and only the odd stoppage. Shed 1
generally behaved itself and it was an enjoyable operating
session for the author at Hookwood with few problems, no
bells/buzzers or lights for me today!

Dennis appeared to remember how Orton’s junction worked too! In shed 6 there appeared to be an electrical problem with
Brian R's controller at Tilgate interfering with Brian T's controller at Rusper, but we might have a solution with an insulated
fishplate or two! Again there were a selection of different locos/rolling stock including an old Triang Class 81 Bo Bo electric in
blue and a 2 car 2BILEMU in BR green. A very well weathered SF (a great runner) plus new bogie hopper wagons also made
an appearance. A slight tidy up was made by Gerard at Prestwood in Shed 5 and a bit of carpentry was required for the
connecting boards between Sheds 5 and 6 before running commenced. Later in the day those double headers started to
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appear again. | wonder from whom! In all | believe an enjoyable day even if it was damp and miserable and the ‘knock down’
was carried out in high spirits with all looking forward to the next operating session.

SUPERINTENDENT of the LINE REPORT from
Matthew: All 6 sheds were open on the line with a
good turnout of operators. We had a quick set up
with covers put on straight away as the rain
continued through the morning, although it dried up
by the afternoon for packing away which is always
important.

Some electrical problems were experience between
Prestwood and Tilgate, which will need looking into
on the next maintenance session but apart from that
this session went very well. Club stock was
supplemented this time by Triang trains. The two car
EMU and a class 81 AL1 locomotive were pressed
into use. The AL1 was in electric blue livery but

M /
came with the early BR crest which allows us to run in our time scale.

Rusper uses the 24 hour clock on its’ timetables to avoid any
confusion between a.m. and p.m. The Great Western Railway
was the first to adopt a standard railway time, starting in 1840.
This brought the transport network across the country in line,
so that 6.00am in Paddington was the same time as 6.00am in
Penzance; prior to this the time in towns and cities travelling
between West and East would be different as time was
reckoned according to when the Sun came up. The 24 hour
clock for timetables was only adopted in 1965.

On the locomotive side it was found some of the standard
class 4-6-0 classes tenders are too light, causing problems with
running, especially when running tender first. This should be
reviewed by the members looking after the relevant
locomotives and weight added.

The mineral train has been upgraded to six new bogie wagons L
and has been tested across our network. Naturally this train RAILWAY TIME
should only be hauled by the largest freight locomotives, YORK
namely 8F, 9F, Austerity 2-8-0s etc and kept to a scale speed!
Until the 1840s, UK time was largely measured using sundials leading to variations in time across different locations - eg the sun
can rise 20 minutes later in Plymouth than in London. This was fine but trains running on the same railway tracks clearly required
strict time control to prevent accidents. The GWR 'Railway Time'’ became Greenwich Mean Time and in 1847 the Railway Clearing
House recommended all railways adopt this standard. Although no law was passed the railways helped convert cities to standard
time until by 1855, 98 per cent of public clocks were set to GMT.
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MEETING DATES: The following operating dates are currently scheduled for 2026 and 2027. Additional maintenance
meetings will also be called by the Superintendent of the Line, and will be advised in the Newsletter and on our website.

2026 2027
April 12" August 2™ January 10™
May 10" September 6™ rest of year to be advised
June 7 October 4™
July 5* November 1%
December 6™

Please either advise the Secretary or Chairman if you cannot attend a meeting.
Text messages are also accepted. Both numbers are also the contact numbers if you have any queries on the day.

Page3of 3



